xvi         John Bull's Other Island

Irish bias on the part of Providence, or sterling Irish
solidity of character, that will enable an Irish blockhead to
hold his own against England. Blockheads are of no use
to us: we were compelled to follow a supercilious, un-
popular, tongue-tied, aristocratic Protestant Parnell, although
there was no lack among us of fluent imbeciles, with
majestic presences and oceans of dignity and sentiment, to
promote into his place could they have done his work for
us. It is obviously convenient that Mr Redmond should
be a better speaker and rhetorician than Parnell; but if he
began to use his powers to make himself agreeable instead
of making himself reckoned with by the enemy ; if he set
to work to manufacture and support English shams and
hypocrisies instead of exposing and denouncing them; if
he constituted himself the permanent apologist of doing
nothing, and, when the people insisted on his doing some-
thing, only roused himself to discover how to pretend to
do it without really changing anything, he would lose his
leadership as certainly as an English politician would, by
the same course, attain a permanent place on the front
"bench. In short, our circumstances place a premium on
political ability whilst the circumstances of England dis-
count it; and the quality of the supply naturally follows
the demand. If you miss in my writings that hero-worship
of dotards and duffers which is planting England with
statues of disastrous statesmen and absurd generals, the
explanation is simply that I am an Irishman and you an
Englishman.

Irish Protestantism really Protestant.

- When I repeat that I am an Irish Protestant, I come to
a part of the relation between England and Ireland that
you will never understand unless I insist on explaining it
to you with that Irish insistence on intellectual clarity to
which my English critics ,are so intensely recalcitrant.
First, let me tell you'that in Ireland Protestantism is